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These reports must outline any
progress the RO has made as well as
the steps it’s taking to reduce the
backlogs, such as hiring more claims
processors or requiring additional
training.

I am pleased that this language was
included in the committee report ac-
companying H.R. 2216. This is a move
in the right direction as Congress con-
tinues its oversight of the VA to im-
prove the lives of our veterans.

———————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF FOUR
FALLEN HOUSTON FIREFIGHTERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise with a very sad duty and, as well,
an appreciation to my colleagues from
Texas who joined me yesterday with a
1-minute request of silence, commemo-
ration of the four fallen firefighters in
Houston, Texas.

First responders belong to all of us,
no matter where they live. When a dev-
astating incident occurs that causes
them to lose their lives, we all feel the
pain and sadness for them and the fam-
ilies that mourn them.

We in Texas recently lost a number
of firefighters in West, Texas. Now,
sadly, I come today to acknowledge the
loss of four firefighters in the Houston
Fire Department in the city of Hous-
ton: Matthew Renaud, Robert Bebee,
Robert Garner, and Anne Sullivan. Un-
fortunately, these wonderful people
lost their lives in a fire where they
were fighting to save the lives of oth-
ers.

The mission of firefighters is con-
stantly with courage and commitment
and compassion, and today I recount
the history of the Houston firefighters
and fire department.

March 14, 2012, was the last time the
city of Houston lost a firefighter in the
line of duty when Senior Captain
Thomas Dillon died. 1929 marked the
last time more than two firefighters
lost their lives in the line of duty,
when Edgar Grant and Harry Oxford
and John Little were killed when their
engine was struck by a train.

But on May 31, just a few days ago,
2013, a 5-alarm fire, just after noon, at
the location of a motel and restaurant,
is now the most deadly fire in the his-
tory of the 118 years of the Houston
City Fire Department.

Sadly, Captain EMT Matthew
Renaud of Station 51, Engineer Oper-
ator EMT Robert Bebee of Station 51,
Firefighter EMT Robert Garner of Sta-
tion 68, and Probationary Firefighter
Anne Sullivan of Station 68 died in the
line of duty.

All we can see as we look to the
heavens is that we hope that they will
rest in peace. But they were our broth-
ers and our sisters.

Anne Sullivan of Station 68 was a
gifted athlete who played soccer and
was a cross-country runner, focused
her life’s ambition upon graduating
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from high school to become a fire-
fighter and began her quest by joining
the Wharton County Junior College
Fire Academy. After graduation, she
became a student at the Houston Fire
Department Academy, while also pre-
viously doing work in another jurisdic-
tion.

Whereas, Firefighter EMT Robert
Garner of Station 68 was proud to call
himself a Houston firefighter who
sought out this honor after leaving the
United States Air Force, where he hon-
orably served his country and com-
pleted two tours of duty in Iraq and his
fire department career at the Val
Jahnke Fire Academy.

Captain Matthew Renaud, who served
the Houston Fire Department for 11%
years, joined the Houston Fire Depart-
ment in October of 2001 and was as-
signed to Station 51 upon graduation
from the academy and awarded the
Unit Meritorious Medal for saving a fe-
male who had been trapped in an apart-
ment.

And Engineer Operator EMT Robert
Bebee of Station 51 graduated from
Dobie High School in southwest Hous-
ton in 1990 and began his fire depart-
ment career at the fire academy on Au-
gust 6, 2001, but served the majority of
his career at Station 51.

Over the last couple of days, I've vis-
ited the command station, logistics,
and the firemen’s union, and then went
to Fire Station 51.

To Fire Stations 51 and 68, we offer
our deepest sympathy in understanding
that your brothers and sister have been
lost. But today we also pay tribute, be-
cause the members of the Texas delega-
tion will be introducing a resolution in
honor of these heroes. And we’re re-
minded of their words and the words in
the Fireman’s Creed, that their work is
to save lives, the lives of men, the lives
of women, but it is God’s work.

Those fallen heroes were engaged in
God’s work, for they were looking for
lost souls that might have been in that
building, that horrific, horrible fire
that has seen thousands of Houstonians
go by to pay tribute; and thousands
more to go by and pay tribute at Fire
Stations 51 and 68 and also to acknowl-
edge Local 341.

Tomorrow, Houston will grieve to-
gether and, as well, I want them to
know that the Members of the United
States Congress grieve with them as we
introduce this resolution.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WOMACK) at noon.
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PRAYER

Satguru Bodhinatha Veylanswami,
Kauai Aadheenam Hindu Monastery,
Kapaa, Hawaii, offered the following
prayer:

May today’s session of the House of
Representatives, to which Americans
rightly turn for leadership, be abun-
dantly blessed by the Lord Supreme.

Through personal introspection, a
collaborative heart, and by God’s all-
pervasive grace, may the Members
present here, despite differing views
and staunchly held convictions, find
the wisdom to craft mutually accept-
able solutions to our Nation’s chal-
lenges.

The tragic Boston Marathon bomb-
ings, still vivid in all our minds, im-
plore us to advocate the humanity of a
nonviolent approach in all of life’s di-
mensions. Hindu scripture declares,
without equivocation, that the highest
of high ideals is to never knowingly
harm anyone.

May we here in this Chamber, and all
the people of our great Nation, endeav-
or to face even our greatest difficulties
with an unwavering commitment to
seek out and to find nonviolent solu-
tions.

Peace, peace, peace to us, and peace
to all beings.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. COTTON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. COTTON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

WELCOMING SATGURU
BODHINATHA VEYLANSWAMI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ROYCE) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, Congress-
woman TULSI GABBARD and I are proud
to have the opportunity to welcome
Satguru Bodhinatha Veylanswami, the
spiritual leader and head of Kauai’s
Hindu monastery. He has come here
today to give the opening prayer on the
Hindu American Foundation’s 10th An-
nual Capitol Hill Advocacy Day, and he
is a true leader in the Hindu commu-
nity.

Satguru has been head of the mon-
astery since 2001, and works to spread
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